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licited for him. Transported with 
joy, and with gratitude to his friend, 
he requested leave of absence for 
two rrionths, in order to go to Thou- 
louse, and make him a sharer in his 
happiness. The day after his arrival 
at ihoulouse, the brother of Clemen- 
tina told him in confidence, that his 
sister had entirely determined on 
marrying Versillac, and ttiat she de* 
clared it continually. On hearing 
this, Duval thought it his duty to act 
unknown to his friend. A man who 
had just borne off the first prize, 
adjudged by the first academy in the 
kingdom, could not but be favourably 
heard. Clementina had conceived the 
highest esteem for htm, she received 
him in her music room, and there 
Duval began by exacting a promise 
of inviolable secrecy with respect to 
what he was going to say, adding, 
that he was particularly anxious, 
Sainclair should never know the a- 
vowal he was going to make. 

This commencement surprised and 
agitated Clementina, she imagined Du- 
val was proceeding to make a decla- 
ration of love, and calculating with 
rapidity, that celebrity acquired at 
Paris, is infinitely more glorious than 
the most brilliant provincial re- 
putation, she already meditated con- 
fusedly a rupture with Versillac ; when 
Duval declared without hesitation, 
that Sainclair was the true author of 
the discourse which had been crowned 
at Paris. " Now," continued he, 
" would you prefer a pedant without 
genius, to a modest, generous man, 
who possesses such talent ?" At these 
words, Clementina remaining silent, 
seemed to reflect, then speaking in 
her turn, " Yes," said she, with a 
sigh, " I am Dot at all surprized, that 
Sainclair could conquer his sloth for 
friendship, he would not do so much 
for glory !" 

" Have you not been charmed 
with the discourse though ?" Oh ! 
certainly; but no one will ever know 
who is the author ot it." 

These words discovered a depth °^ 
vanity that disgusted Duval, he got 
up, and taking an unceremonious 
leave of Clementina, he disappeared. 
To be Continued, 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 

IT has fallen in my way to re- 
mark the gross errors and con- 
fusion of Goldsmith's history of Greece, 
which however is the only book o.'' 
the kind, adapted for boys; and I 
have it in view to compile a history 
for the use of schools, that should 
avoid the errors, &c. observable in 
the above. Before 1 would go tar 
in such a work, which to me would 
be laborious, 1 would be glad you 
would make public the intention, that 
we might try to learn how such a 
thing wuuld be received. Any in- 
formation, you could gain on the 
subject would be gladly applied for, 
by your friend and servant. X.Y. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 



GENTLEMEN, 

IN my observations on the nature 
of soils, &c. published in your 
September Magazine, there are some 
errors which 1 imagine must be in 
the press, as I think they are not 
in the manuscripts. I should not have 
troubled you on this occasion, only 
there is one in particular (which ought 
to be corrected in your errata) in 
page 180, column 1st. the 14th line 
from the top, for "eight" read three, 
and also the word " ot" ought to be 
expunged in the 21st line of said 
column. There are other errors of 
minor importance particularly a mis- 
placed stop at " siiicious" ; in the 7th 
line of said column, and the word 
"to'' in the 2d column of said page, 
line 27th from the top ought to be 
too, but almost every person knows 
these last are typical errors. In the 
44th line of the last mentioned column 
the word "trenches" has been sub- 
stituted for the word French which is 
in the manuscript. ' French Sewers 
is the name universally adopted for 
closed sewers in this country, whether 
from their being" first introduced 
from France into these kingdoms or 
not I cannot tell. Your's truly, J.D, 
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certain portion of his liberty of action 
in order to assimulate to the opinion 
of others, and enter into a compact 
of equality of rights. And in pro- 
portion as governments tend to preserve 
the individual right of action, they 
have always been reckoned free or 
despotic. The British government in 
this respect, has long been the ad- 
miration of mankind, as interfering, 
least of all others with tjie natural 
rights of the individual, and while 
the liberties of the people were 
trampled upon in all the surrounding 
nations, and the tyrannic sway of the 
feudal system extended its baneful 
influence over a depressed and de- 
graded people, this government, by 
means of its republican preponderance, 
and granting of powers to lesser 
bodies, for their internal government 
in the form of charters of incorporation, 
extended a beautiful and beneficial 
system of federalism over the whole 
empire. By means of these charters, 
certain guardians of the public wtre 
impowered to levy sums of money, 
in order to provide and maintain 
market places, and other conveniences 
for the comfort and accomodation of 
the inhabitants, to whom they were 
obliged to give a faithful account of 
the execution of their trust j but by 
inattention on the part of the inhabitants, 
active individuals have from time to 
time made inroads on the rights of 
the people, and the original intention 
of the grant has in many instances 
been completely destroyed, and in- 
stead of the sums levied being laid 
out for the benefit of the community, 
they are now monopolized, sold to 
the highest bidder, and the public 
no longer accommodated. Haying 
been favoured with a translation from 
the original Latin, of the charter of 
Belfast, granted in the early part of 
the reign of James the first, and 
thinking it may be an object of. 
curiosity tp many of our readers, we 
take the earliest opportunity of publish- 
ing it, with a list of the sovereigns 
and burgesses to the year 1761, and 
intend as often as we can meet with 
charters and acts of parliament which 
concern the public at large, to present 
them to our readers, 

B.M, 



JAMES, by the grace of God, of 
England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, 
and so forth. To all to whom these 
our present letters shall come greeting ; 
know ye, that we as well on the 
humble petition of the inhabitants of 
the town of Beliast in our county of 
Antrim, in our province of Ulster, 
in our kingdom of Ireland, as for 
the inhabiting and planting of the 
Northern pans of our said kingdom, 
now depopulated and laid waste, ac- 
cording to the republic torm m our 
kingdom of England, excellently began 
and for the better progress in and 
perfection of our new plantations, lately 
happily undertaken of our special 
grace, and of our certain knowledge, 
and mere motion by and with 
the assent of our well beloved, 
and faithful counsellor, Arthur Lord 
Chichester of Belfast, our deputy 
general of our said kingdom of Ire- 
land; and also according to the tenor 
and effect of our certain letters signed 
with our proper hand and under our 
seal, bearing date at our Manor of 
Farnham, the last day of July, in the 
year of our reign of England, France 
and Ireland the 5th, and of Scotland 
the 42d, and now enrolled in the 
rolls of our high court of chancery, 
in our said kingdom of Ireland. We 
do appoint, ordain and declare, by these 
presents that the aforesaid town of 
Belfast, and all and ringolar castles, 
messuages, tofts, mills, houses, edifices, 
structures, curtillages, gardens, orchards 
wastes, waters, rivers, lands, tenements 
and hereditaments whatsoever, with their 
appurtenances lying, or being inorwith- 
in the said town, or village, or pre- 
cincts of the said, the castle of Belfast, 
and all eurtillages, gardens, orchards, 
fruitery's and edifices whatsoever to 
the said castle now belonging, only 
excepted, from henceforth shall be 
forever one whole and free borough 
of itself by the name of the borough 
of Belfast, and the borough of Belfast 
from henceforth shall be called, named, 
and known, and in all things into one 
whole and free borough in itself, by 
the name of the borough of Belfast, 
we do erect, constitute, make and 
ordain by these presents. And further 
we will ordain and appoint, by these 
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presents, that the borough aforesaid, 
may be one body corporate and 
politic, consisting of one sovereign, 
12 free burgesses, and commonalty, 
and that all the inhabitants within 
the town and lands aforesaid, from 
henceforth for ever, may, and shall 
be by virtue of these presents, one 
body corporate and politic, in word 
deed and name, by the name of 
sovereign, free burgesses and com- 
monalty ot the borough of Belfast, 
and they by the name of sovereign, 
free burgesses and commonalty of 
the borough of Belfast aforesaid, into 
one body corporate and politic, in 
word, deed and name, we do really, 
and fully, for us our heirs and suc- 
cessors, erect, make 1 , ordain, and ap- 
point, by these presents, and that 
by the same name, they may have 
succession, and that they by the 
name of sovereign, free burgesses and 
commonalty of the borough of Bel- 
fast, may, and shall be tn future, 
persons lit and capable in law, to 
hold, perceive, receive, and possess 
iands, messuages, tenements, liberties, 
privileges, jurisdictions, franchises, and 
hereditaments whatsoever, of what 
kind, nature or species they be, to 
them and their successors, in fee and 
perpetuity, and also goods and chatties 
and whatever other things of any 
kind, nature or species they may be, 
j<nd also to give, grant, convey and 
assign, lands, tenements and heredita- 
ments, goods and chatties, and to do 
and cause to be done, and executed, all 
and singular, every other thing by 
tue name aforesaid, and that by 
the name of sovereign free burgesses 
and commonalty of the borough of 
Belfast, they may be able to plead, 
and be pleaded unto to answer and 
be answered, defend and be de- 
fended, before us our heirs and suc- 
cessors, and before every other, the 
justices and judges of us our heirs 
and successors, and all others what- 
soever, in all the courts of us our 
heirs and successors, and elsewhere 
wheresoever of, aud in all, and all 
kinds of actions, suits, pleas, com- 
plaints and demands whatsoever, by 
them and every of them in any 
manner, to be prosecuted or carried 
on, and that they tire aforesaid, sover- 
eign and free burgesses of the borough 



of Belfast aforesaid, and their succesors 
for ever, may have full power and 
authority to elect, send and return 
two discreet and proper men to serve 
and attend in every the parliaments 
hereafter to be held in our said king- 
dom of Ireland, and which said men 
so elected and chosen, and returned, 
may have full power and authority 
to treat and consider of the above 
mentioned things and matters,, which 
to them and others are expounded, 
and declared and thereupon, moreover 
to return and render their free voice 
and suffrages, and to do and execute 
all other matters and things what- 
soever, as fully and freely, and as 
any other burgesses of any ancient 
borough in our said kingdom of Ire- 
land, or in our said kingdom of 
England, in the parliaments of the 
same are accustomed to do and ex- 
ecute ; wherefore we will, and by 
these presents for us our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the aforesaid 
sovereign and free burgesses of the 
borough aforesaid, and their successors 
and also we command, order, and 
for us our heirs and successors we 
do direct all sheriffs, officers and 
ministers of us our heirs and successors 
whatsoever, in our said county of 
Antrim for the time being to receive 
any writ or writs to them directed, 
for the election of burgesses in parlia- 
ment, at any time within our said 
county of Antrim, and that every 
such sheriffs, officers or ministers, to 
whom such writ or writs are so as afore- 
said directed, do make a precept and 
summons to the sovereign and free 
burgesses of the said borough of 
Belfast, for the time being, for the 
election and returning of the satd 
two burgesses, according to the form 
and effect of the said writ or writs 
and these our letters patent, or the 
inrollment thereof, shall be as well 
to the said sovereign and free bur- 
gesses of the borough aforesaid, and 
their successors, as to all and singular 
the sheriffs, officers and ministers of 
us, our heirs and successors whatsoever, 
a sufficient warrant and discharge on 
that behalf, and that the same may 
appear hereafter, that this our new 
and already incorporated body is 
composed of just and honest men, 
we do make, constitute and appoint 
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John Vesey to be our first and 
modern sovereign, of our said borough, 
to continue in the said office until 
the feast of St Michael the arch 
angel, next after the date of these 
presents. And in the like manner we do 
make, constitute and appoint, Fulton 
Conway knight, Thomas Hibbotts, esq. 
Moses Hill, esq. Humphry Norton, 
esq. William Lewsley, John Willough- 
by, Carew Harte, John Ash, Daniel 
Boothe, James Burr, Waiter Crimble, 
and John Barr, to be the first and 
modern 12 burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid, to continue in the said 
office of Iree burgesses of the said 
borough during their several and 
respective lives, unless for their bad 
behaviour, or any other reasonable 
cause he or they shall be removed 
from the office aforesaid, and all the 
inhabitants of the town aforesaid, and 
all and every other men whom the 
sovereign and free burgesses of , the 
said borough, for the time being, into 
the liberties of the said borough 
shall admit, we will constitute and 
appoint to be the commonalty of the 
borough aforesaid ; and further it is 
our will that the aforesaid John Vesey, 
whom by these presents we have 
made sovereign of the borough 
aforesaid, shall come before the 18th 
day of May next, following the date 
of these presents, before Fulton Conway, 
knight, our governor of our town of 
Carrick Fergus, and in due form shall 
take as well the oath commonly 
called the oath of supremacy,- as 
well as his corporal oath, to well 
and truly execute the office of sover- 
eign, of the borough aforesaid, un- 
til the feast of St. Michael the 
arch angel, next following, as is afore- 
said, and that the sovereign of the 
said borough being so as aforesaid 
elected, we do therefore will and by 
these presents for us our heirs and 
successors grant to -the aforegoing 
sovereign, free burgesses and com- 
monalty of the borough aforesaid, and 
their successors,tbatthe aforesaid sover- 
eign and free burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid lor the time being, for ever 
annually on the feast of the nativity 
of St. John the baptist, if it does 
not happen to be the Lord's day, and 
if the aforesaid feast shall happen to 
be the Lord's day, then on the 
day following the laid feast shall and 



may have power and authority to 
assemble themselves in any convenient 
place within the said borough, and 
the said sovereign and free burgesses 
being so assembled, we will and grant 
that the aforesaid Arthur Lord Chi- 
chester of Belfast, his heirs and assigns, 
being lords and proprietors of the 
said castle of Belfast, he and they may 
have power to nominate 3 discreet 
and sufficient men, being free burgesses 
of the borough aforesaid, and he 
and they being so nominated and 
appointed, and presented to the 
aloresaid sovereign and tree burgesses 
of the borough aforesaid, from among 
whom the aforesaid sovereign and 
free burgesses being so assembled or 
the major part of tbem before 
they depart therefrom, may have power 
then and there to chuse one, and whom 
they shall judge most fit to the office 
of sovereign of said borough to con- 
tinue for one year from the feast of 
St. Michael the arch angel, then next 
following, and until one other of the 
burgesses of the said borough to the 
said office have been duly elected, 
chosen and sworn, and for want of 
such nomination by the aforesaid 
Lord Chichester, his heirs and assigns 
to be made in due form as aforesaid, 
we will, and do grant that the said 
sovereign and free burgesses of the 
said borough, then and there mav 
have full power to chuse «3ne of the 
most discreet free burgesses of the 
said borough, to the office of sovereign 
for one year next following as aforesaid, 
and every such sovereign being so 
chosen before he shall be admitted 
to execute the office aforesaid of 
sovereign, shall take as well the oath 
commonly called the oath of supremacy, 
as his corporal oath, to well and 
faithfully execute the office of sovereign 
of the aforesaid borough, from the 
feast of St. M ichael, the archangel, then 
next following such election before the 
aforesaid Arthur Lord Chichester of 
Belfast, his heirs or assigns at his castle 
of Belfast, or in his or their absence 
before the constable of the said castle 
of Belfast, ior the time being, and 
we do grant full power and authority to 
the aforesaid Arthur Lord Chichester of 
Belfast, his heirs and assigns aforesaid, 
and his and their constable of the said 
castle of Belfast, for the time beinp, 
to ailniiiibter such oaths as aforesaid, 
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to every such sovereign so newl) 
chosen; and moreover of our special 
grace, and of our certain knowledge, 
and mere motion we will and by these 
presents for us our heirs and successors, 
we do grant to the aforesaid sovereign, 
free burgesses and commonalty oi the 
said borough, and their successors, 
that if, and as often as it shall happen, 
that such sovereign of the borough, 
aforesaid, for the time being, shall 
happen to die or be removed from 
such office aforesaid, within the year 
after he is so elected and chosen, 
sovereign, as aforesaid, then and 
as often as- it shall so happen, 
it shall be lawful for the said Arthur 
Lord Chichester of Belfast, his heirs 
or assigns aforesaid, to nominate three 
other discreet and sufficient men of 
the said borough, being tree burgesses 
of the borough aforesaid, and his 
and their names being presented to 
the said free burgesses of the borough a- 
foresaid, for the time being, out of 
which said free burgesse:, they may 
have power and authorityto elect and 
chuse one fit person to be sovereign 
of the said borough, for the remainder 
of that year, within ten days after 
such vacancy; and for want of such 
nomination, or presentation by the 
aforesaid Lord Chichester of Belfast, 
his heirs or assigns to be made in 
manner and form aforesaid, we will 
and grant that the said sovereign and 
free burgesses of the said borough, 
then and there may chuse one out 
of the said discreet free burgesses, to 
execute the office of sovereign for 
the remainder of that year as aforesaid, 
and that every such person and persons 
into tlie office of sovereign of the 
borough aforesaid, being so elected 
and chosen, may have power and 
authority to execute that office until 
the feast of St. Michael the arch 
angel, next following after such 
election, and taking the oath commonly 
called the oath of supremacy, and 
also the oath for the due execution 
of sovereign of the borough aforesaid, 
so as beforementioned- 

And further of our Special Grace, 
and of our certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, we will by these pre- 
sents, and for us our heirs, and success- 
ors, do grant to the said Sovereign, 
free burgesses, and commonalty of 



the borough aforesaid, and their suc- 
cessors, that if any or either of such 
free burgessess so lately elected shall 
or may happen to die, or he or they 
may be removed from that office, or 
which said free burgess, or any 
or either of them shall or may 
be removed for not behaving we'll 
in that office, our will and pleasure 
is, that the sovereign and the major 
part of the free burgesses of the said 
borough for the time being ; that 
then the said sovereign, and the rest 
of the free burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid, for the time being within 
seven days, next after the death or 
removal of such free burgess, may 
have power and authority to assem- 
ble themselves together in any con- 
venient place within the said borough, 
and the said sovereign and free bur- 
gesses being so assembled, or the greater 
part of them, before they depart, 
shall elect e or more of the best 
and most honest of the inhabitants of 
the borough aforesaid, into the place 
or places of such burgess or burgess- 
es, so dying, or being remdved from 
his or their said office or offices, 
to continue in the same office during 
their natural life, unless in the mean 
lime for the bad government of them 
or for other bad behaviour, in that be- 
half he or they shall or may be re- 
moved from such office ; and that 
every such person and persons, being 
so elected into the office of a bur- 
gess of said borough, before he is 
admitted to execute the said office, 
shall take his corporal oath, for his 
due and faithfully executing the said 
office within seven days next after 
such his election, before the sovereign 
of the borough aforesaid, for the lime 
being, or before some other burgess 
of the said borough, then being, and 
remaining in that office, or the ma- 
jor part of them, which said sover- 
eign for the time being, »r such bur- 
gesses, for the time being, or the ma- 
jor part of them, shall have full 
power and authority to administer 
such oath to every such new burgess, 
be'mgso chosen as aforesaid ;— and we 
do hereby give and grant such power 
as often as such case shall require. 
And further, of our special grace, 
and of our certain knowledge and 
mere motion, we will, and by these 
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presents we do grant that as well, the 
lord of the said Castle of Belfast, and his 
heirs, as well a» the constable of the 
said castle, for the time being, he 
and they, and every of them, may 
and shall be free burgesses of the 1 
said borough of Belfast, and that he 
and they, shall and may enjoy all, 
every, and as many liberties, privi- 
leges, and immunities, such, the like, 
and as many as any other, or others 
of the said burgesses of the borough 
of Belfast, by virtue of these our 
letters patent, have or hath power to 
have, ust, or enjoy. 

And further, of our more abun- 
dant special grace, and of our cer- 
tain knowledge and mere motion, 
We will, and by these presents, for 
us, our heirs and successors. We do 
give and giant to the said sovereign, 
free burgesses, and commonalty of the 
said borough and their successors from 
time to time, and as often as it shall 
seem to them best, and most ex- 
pedient, shaH and may have power, 
and authority to assemble themselves, 
and meet together in any conve- 
nient place within the said borough, 
and then and there, with the advice 
and consent of the aforesaid Lord 
Chichester of Belfast, his heirs, 
and assigns, aforesaid, being Lords 
of the said Castle of Belfast, to 
make statutes, ordinances, and such 
the like, and as many acts, ordinan- 
ces and by-laws, for the good ruling 
and sound governing of the said bo- 
rough, and the inhabitants thereof as 
to them or the major part of them, 
shall seem necessary, and that they 
may have power and authority by 
lines and impositions of money, to 
chastise and correct whatever persons 
become delinquents against such acts 
ordinances and statutes; and the same 
fines, amerciaments, impositions and 
penalties of money, shall and may 
have power and authority, to levy and 
take to the use and behoof of the 
said sovereign, fiee burgesses and com- 
monalty of the borough aforesaid, and 
their successors, without any impeach- 
ment of us, our heirs and successors, 
and without any composition, or any 
other matter to be rendered or made 
to us, our heirs or successors, from 
thence, and all and singular such 1 
fcisvs, acts, statutes and ordinances, 

BELFAST >WC. NO. XV». 



so as aforesaid, to be made, We will, 
shall be observed under the penalties 
contained in the same; provided al- 
ways that the said laws, statutes and 
ordinances are not contrary or repug- 
nant to the laws and statutes of our 
said kingdom of Ireland. 

And moreover, of our special grace, 
and of our certain knowledge, and 
mere motion. We will, and by these 
presents for us, our heirs and success- 
ors, We do grant to the said sover- 
eign, free burgesses and commonalty 
of the said borough, and their suc- 
cessors, that none of the inhabitant* 
of the borough aforesaid, may or shall 
be impeached out of said borough, 
of or for any lands, tenements, rents 
or other hereditaments within the said 
borough, or within the metes, fran- 
chises, liberties, limits or precincts of 
the same, or of or for any trespass- 
es detentions, covenants/ debts, de- 
mands, accounts, contracts, or any 
other causes, demands or controver- 
sies whatsoever, w ithin the said borough* 
or within the franchises, liberties or 
metes thereof, made or to be made, 
arising, or to arise, without the spe- 
cial licence of the said Arthur Lord 
Chichester of Belfast, their heirs and 
assigns, being Lords of the Castle of 
Belfast aforesaid. Or as touching and 
concerning the interest of us, our 
heirs or successors, or the interest 
of the said sovereign and free bur- 
gesses, or their successors in ihehr right 
or political capacity, or touching the 
said sovereign in his own proper right. 

And moreover, of our more abun- 
dant special grace, and of out cer- 
tain knowledge, and mere motion. 
We will, and by these presents, for 
us, our heirs and successors, We i-0 
grant to the aforesaid free burgesses 
and commonalty of tot borough a- 
foresaid, and their successors for ever, 
to have and hold, and have po'ver 
and authority, to have and hold, one 
court in any convenient and open 
place within the borough aforesaid, 
to be held before the sovereign of 
the said borough for the fftm* being, 
and in the same court, to bold pleas 
every thursday from three weeks, to 
three weeks, of all, and singular coYe* 
nants, debts, trespasses, detentions, 
contracts and personal' demands what- 
soever not exceeding the sbia of j£S9- 
Hhh- 
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current money of Ireland, happening or 
arising in or within the aforesaid borough 
of Belfast, or the liberties thereof; — 
winch said court shaH be, and reput- 
ed, and deemed to be a Court ot 
Kecord tor ever. 

And further, we .wiH, and by these 
presents firmly enjoin and command 
that no person or persons from liencc- 
ibrth shall or may, sell or expose to 
sale, or catise to be soM or exposed 
to sale, by retair or otherwise' any 
merchandize or commodities 1 whatso- 
ever by >^ay of merchandize, within 
the spaee of three miles in a direct 
line tw be measured,* from every side 
of the 6aid borough- of Belfast i»> 
less sueh person or persons, is or are 
allowed and tolerated by the said Ar- 
thur Lord Chichester, bis heirs and 
assigns beings Lords of the Castle of 
iirllasl, or the liberties thereof, or being 
cormorant and resident inhabitant or 
inhabitants thereof under the penalty 
of forfeiting- aH and singular such 
merchandize awl commodities so a- 
gainst the true intent and meaning o£. 
these our Letters- Patent, sold or. ex* 
posed to sate. 

A$& farther of our more abundant 
special grace, certain knowledge and 
mere (notion, we wilT and by these 
presents for us, oor .heirs and suc- 
cessors v do grant to' the said sove- 
reign, free burgesses, and commonal- 
ty of the borough aforesaid, and their 
successors- for ever; thatf the sovereign 
of the .borough aforesaid: for tin; 
time being, and his successors, When 
and as often as he shall' receive 
and take bis oath of office for the- 
due and faithful executing of the 
said office of sovereign, i» font)' afore- 
said as* above, by these presents spe- 
cified, shall be a justice and keeper 
oi- the peace, of us, our; heirs- and 
suceessors, in and within the said 
borough of Belfast, and in' and within 
all- and singular the liberties, metes 
and; bounds' of the same; and that 
sucfi. justice and' keeper of the peace, 
of us,- ottr heirs' and successors shall 
have power andautbority, to keep and 
ureservf'the same : and- also to-enqnire, 
bear and determine all things' concern- 
ing,our peace, ki and witKin the borough 
aforesaid,- or the liberties of the same. 
And our further will is, and by 
tires* pjeseiits, fgr us eur heirs aid 



successors, We do gfant to the said 
sovereign, free burgesses and common- 
alty of the said borough, and their 
successors for ever, that they may 
have a guild of merchants, Within the 
said borough-, and one common seal 
of such form, ami engraved with 
such' insighature as to them shall' seem' 
most fk and proper lor the business 
and service of the said borough for 
ever ; and that they may have pow- 
er and aathority for ever from lime 
to lime, as often as- shaH be needful 
to chuse and constitute from among' 
themselves two Serjeants at mace, and 
other inferior officers and servants ne- 
cessary for the better governing of 
the borough aforesaid, and the inhabi- 
tants thereof, aiid every s«ch person 
and persons so from time to tune to 
be elected, constituted and appointed, 
We do constitute and Ordain to be 
Serjeants at mace and other inferior 
officers and servants of the said bo- 
rough respectively and to continue in 
the said office during their good be- 
haviour, or at the good wilt and plea- 
sure of the said sovereign, free bur- 
gesses and Commonalty ot the borough 
aforesaid, and that every such Ser- 
jeants, officers and servants before 
they are' admitted to execute their 
said-office, shall take' before the sover- 
eign of the said borough for the time 
being, his corporal oath, for the due aud 
faith! u I execution of his said office. 

We do grant,- moreover, that the 
sovereign of the borough aforesaid, 
for the thne being, shaft' be for ever 
clerk of the market within the bo- 
rough aforesaid, and the liberties there- 
of, and from time to time may have 
foil power and- authority, to do and 
execute all and singular, suctf thing 
and things, to the said office of clerk 
ot the market, within the borough 
aforesaid, belonging- or appertaining ; 
so that nevertheless no" other clerk of 
the market of us, out heirs, or suc- 
cessors of the borough aforesaid, or 
the franchises of the same, may en- 
ter upon> or do any thing to the said 
office of clerk of the market, be- 
longing or appertaining to' be done, 
or executed •; nor to any the office 
of clerk of the market, within the 
said borough, or the liberties thereof 
to any manner arising or happening 
way lutrude himself. 
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And we will further of our spe- 
cial grace, and of our certain know- 
ledge and mere motion, do grant to 
the said sovereign, tree burgesses and 
commonalty of the thorough of Bel- 
fast, that from henceforth it shall and 
may be 'lawful for all and singular, the 
;>aiu freemen of the borough aforesaid, 
and their successors to erect and ap- 
point in' the franchises of the said 
borough, one wharf or quay, in, any 
convenient place, on the' side of the 
river of Belfast aforesaid', and also 
that it shall and "may' be lawful for 
all and singular rnerchants, as well 
inhabitants as foreigners, and all q- 
tlier, our liege Subjects whatsoever 
with ships and boats to come up and 
apply to said wharf or quay, and 
there to discharge and unload, and 
from thencg also to export and convey 
away, all and all kinds; of merchan- 
dize or other things, without the h}n- 
derance of us, pur heirs or successprs, 
or of any of the officers of put 
customs or searcher^, op any 6t ei T 
ther of our officers of us, ' our heirs 
or successors being resident in out 
port of C. Fergus ; provided always, 
(hat the said rnerchants and other 
our liege subjects, pay or cause to 
be payed to us, our heirs' and suc- 
cessors, all and singular our customs 
as well great as small, and subsidies 
of poundage and, other impositions due 
and payable In our said port of C. 
Fergus, ^nd in the bays and greeks of 
the same, for all and singular m>rc'han- 
dizesimportedandexportedas aforesaid. 
And further, of our more abun- 
dant special grace, and of our cer- 
tain knowledge and mere motion, we 
do grant to the said sovereign^ free 
busgesses and commonalty c-f the bo- 
rough aforesaid, and tneir successors 
for ever, that these our letters patent, 
and every article and clause therein 
contained, or ihe ihrollment thereof, 
shall be construed, interpreted, and 
adjudged fo.f the greatest' advantage, 
benefit, 'and fityoui* of ^\e aforesaid 
sovereign, free ' burgesses and c^m* 
monalty of the. botougb aforesaid, 
and their successors towards and a- 
gainst us, our heirs, and "successors, 
is well In all our courts, 'as else whew 
within' our said kingdom 'of Ireland, 
as elsewhere wheresoever, without any 
confirmation, licence, or toleratiaa 



hereafter to be procured or obtained, 
notwitbstaqding that our writ of ud 
quod damnum did not issue to en- 
quire of the premises, before the 
perfection of these pur Letters Patent, 
and notwithstanding any defect or other 
matter, cause, or thing to the con- 
trary, notwithstanding so that, &c. 
We will also, Uc and without any 
fine to be paid tintp OMF Hanaper, &c» 

In Witness whereof we have caused 
these o.ur letters to b,e made patent ; 
witness our aforesaid Deputy General, 
of our said kingdom of Ireland, tit 
Dublin, the 27th day of April, in the 
year of our Reign of England, France 
and Ireland the 11th, and of Scot- 
land the 46th.' 

By vertue of the King's Letter sent 
from Hngland under his proper hand 
and seal. 

A list of the Sovereigns and Burgess- 
es of Belfast, fromthe xiate of this Char- 
ter till the year 1761. will be given in 
our next. 

For the Belfast JMonlhlij Magazine. 

QN PUBUC BAKERIES, 

1HAVE lately seen \n the News, 
papers some remarks on a. Public 
Bakery, and in the same paper sections 
from an act of parliament relative to 
the baking trade. This, circumttaocet 
reyiyed ideas, which i have ojien 
formerly had on these subjects,, and 
which 1 am inclined to subm.it to 
the public through this miscellany, 

One clause of the act requires the 
baker to take an oath o.f office, 
among other things, to use only 
the prescribed materials in his bread. 
At one period of Irish legislation, an 
oath was required almost on every 
occasion. Bakers, ' Brewers, Linen- 
drapers must sweat. The latter in- 
deed by a re&olut* stand a^ Armagh, 
in 1752, resisted, and refused t<> en- 
tangle themselves with an ensnaring 
and ignominious oath of office. 1 hey 
said, " let our properties be answerable 
for any mistakes, we may happen to 
coinmjf, but let us keeg ou^ con- 
sciences free," Those in other trades, 
having less, power* q& resistance, were 
farced td cotaply, U has always ap* 
peared to me a bad system of legislation 
t« recur t*peq>l«vng oaths of office. 



